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Weekly Workflow: November 26, 2019

Legal Holiday Means Double Time

Our affiliated contractors are reminded that Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 28) is considered

a legal holiday, and therefore (according to the PCA-Local 130 CBA) requires that if you schedule a UA

member to work on this date, the pay rate is at double time. Please note that the day after Thanksgiving

(November 29) is a regular work day - but we respectively suggest that you notify your employees ahead

of time if you plan to schedule them to work on that date or not, since it is at the employer's discretion to

be "open" that day. The PCA/Plumbing Council office will be closed on November 28 and 29, 2019.

PCA Sponsored C.E. Class in Itasca

Over thirty PCA affiliated contractors and their plumbers and municipal inspectors gathered at the

Holiday Inn Hotel in Itasca on November 21, 2019 to earn up to four hours of continuing education (C.E.)

credits. Sponsored by the PCA, the evening was split into two (2-hour) educational sessions led by

Daniel Brust, Senior Project Manager of Environmental Consulting Group, Inc. (ECG) who focused on

lead hazards and Legionella bacteria in plumbing systems and mold in indoor environments, and

Roger Paveza, President of Vista Safety Consulting who expanded on the topic of common health

hazards in construction including OSHA’s respirable crystalline silica standard. To request a copy of the

speakers' presentations, contact Jeff Weiss at 312-563-9526 or by email at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.

For information on upcoming C.E. classes or to suggest a future C.E. topic, contact Barb Bigelow at

312-563-9526 or by email at barb@plumbingcouncil.org.

Voluntary Dues for National PHCC

PCA affiliated members were recently sent a letter from the Illinois PHCC requesting 2020 dues for the

National PHCC. Please note that your company is welcome to voluntarily join and pay for National

PHCC, but it has no effect on your PCA membership (which remains complimentary through June 1,

2020) or on your Illinois PHCC membership (which is paid in full on your behalf as an extra value of

belonging to our association).  We hope this avoids any confusion. If you have additional questions or

concerns, please contact PCA Executive Director S.J. Peters at 312-563-9526 (office); 630-280-9307

(mobile); or at sj@plumbingcouncil.org.

CISCO News Briefs & Scholarship Info

The latest issue of the Construction Industry Service Corporation (CISCO) News Briefs (11-21-19) is

now available by clicking here. This issue contains updates about various apprenticeship training

events and a reminder that CISCO is now accepting applications for its 2020 Scholarship Program. The

application forms can be downloaded by clicking on the links below.

4-year scholarship

2-year community college scholarship

2-year continuing education scholarship

All applications and accompanying documents must be postmarked by February 21, 2020.

CFMA Document Retention Seminar

The PCA has partnered with the CFMA (Construction Financial Management Association) Chicago

Chapter to offer our signatory plumbing contractors a special registration rate of $50.00 per person to

attend its "Navigating Document Retention in the Construction Industry" seminar on Wednesday,

December 4, 2019 at Maggiano's in Oak Brook (240 Oakbrook Center) beginning at 8:00 AM.  This

program will cover: an overview of a formal document retention and destruction policy; construction

specific topics to consider; risks of not following such a policy; issues with dealing with paper and

electronic documents; and electronic solutions. To register online, click here.

Free Excavation Hazard Awareness Training

The Construction Safety Council (CSC) is now offering free, grant-funded "Excavation Hazard

Awareness" training designed to educate workers about the hazards associated with trenching and

excavation work. By the end of the course, participants will be able to identify potential hazards and what

steps can be taken to avoid unsafe conditions when working in and near an excavation site. The first

four-hour session is scheduled on Friday, January 24, 2020 in Hillside from 7:30 AM to 11:30 AM. To

register, click here. PCA signatory contractors may also request a private class at their location by

contacting Denise Rosicky at 708-449-8604.

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA Midwest members and Plumbing Council Midwest contractors are encouraged to register at

www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education

Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facility (unless otherwise specified). The PCA Midwest has a

longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make these classes available to our contractors at no

cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken by PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest

affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council Midwest (Industry Fund). 

Negotiation for Professionals

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Tech Byte: Intro to Contractor Technology

Thursday, December 5, 2019 at 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Communicating with Diplomacy and Tact

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 8:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

Webinar: Google Sheets

Friday, December 13, 2019 at 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Basic Principles & Methods of Estimating Part II

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Click here to download the 2019/2020 CEI Fall/Winter Catalog. If you have any questions about

registration or course offerings, contact Rebecca Lintow at rlintow@mca.org or call 312-384-1220.

Upcoming PCA Events

CFMA Document Retention Seminar

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at Maggiano's / Oak Brook, IL

To register, click here

PCA Sponsored C.E. Class

Thursday, January 16, 2020 at Best Western Hotel / Hillside, IL

To register, click here

PCA WInter Social & Installation Dinner

Friday, January 24, 2020 at Gibsons / Oak Brook, IL

Registration forms will be sent in the mail.

PCA Express Meeting (Retainage Law)

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 at PCA Office / Downers Grove, IL

Registration forms will be sent in the mail.
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