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Weekly Workflow: September 5, 2019

Managing an OSHA Inspection

In the latest edition of the PCA/Plumbing Council "At Work" newsletter, PCA Midwest Safety Consultant

Roger Paveza, President of Vista Safety Consulting, LLC provides a detailed template to prepare for an

OSHA inspection. His advice to our contractors is to have a robust safety and health management

program in place and to conduct regular safety audits to uncover unrecognized hazards on the worksite.

To read the entire article, click here.

In addition, our contractors can gain exclusive access to the PCA Midwest “Health & Safety Manual”

available online at no cost. This document features interactive functionality; embedded third-party links;

industry-wide Safety Data Sheets; Health & Safety Toolbox Talks; and additional OSHA safe work

practice policies including “Written Exposure Control Plans” for working with silica. The manual (which

is copyright protected) is accessible at www.plumbingcouncil.org/pca under the "documents" tab.  If you

have any questions or need assistance registering on our website, call the PCA office at 312-563-9526.

New IMSCA Video and Retainage Fact Sheet

We often mention our legislative partners at the Illinois Mechanical Specialty Contractors Association

(IMSCA) in this electronic newsletter, but how much do you really know about this trusted advocacy

organization supported by the PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council? Check out this all-new informational

video by clicking on the image above to discover all of the hard work and value IMSCA provides on

behalf of our Association and the entire Illinois subcontracting industry.  Plus, pay close attention for

cameo interviews from PCA Midwest Treasurer Rick Kuhn (R.J. Kuhn Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.)

and PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters. Note: PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council

Executive Director S.J. Peters currently serves as IMSCA's Treasurer.

In addition, some of our contractors have asked questions about S.B. 1636 (Retainage Reform)

regarding what exactly this new law means for their business, and how it will be implemented. As we've

reported in the past, SB 1636 lowers retainage from 10% to 5% once 50% of a construction project is

complete. This law became effective immediately (as of August 20, 2019) for all new (not existing)

private construction projects. IMSCA, with assistance from its General Counsel, Jim Rohlfing, has

produced an informative article that helps explain the new law in detail as well as provides examples of

its application. To view this document, click here.

PCA Associate Member Expo 2019 Features
Chicago Bears Legend Dan Hampton

Don't miss out on the PCA Midwest “Associate Member Expo/Fall Fest” on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at

Harry Caray’s Restaurant in Lombard (adjacent to the Westin Hotel) starting at 6:00 PM. This year’s

event will feature retired Chicago Bears Hall of Fame defensive tackle and cable sportscaster Dan

Hampton. Make plans to spend the evening with us and enjoy complimentary drinks, food, raffle prizes,

and learn all about the valuable products and services our PCA Associate members and industry peers

provide to make your business operate more effectively and efficiently. For more information and to

register online, click here. In addition, printed registration flyers will be mailed out to all PCA/PC

contractors this week.

Police Alert: Plumbing Shop Break-Ins

The Schaumburg Police Department contacted our Association last week to alert all of our plumbing

contractors and industry vendors of a significant number of area plumbing shops and suppliers that

have been burglarized in recent weeks. As a due diligence cautionary measure, the police department

is urging all PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors and Associate Members to check their

building locks, reinforce security, and confirm that their alarm systems are operating at full capacity. The

suspected "crew" tied to these break-ins have been active in the Northwest Illinois suburbs and may

also operate in the Northwest Indiana region.

ABPA Cross Connection 6-Hour C.E. Class

The Northern Illinois Chapter of the ABPA is hosting a Cross Connection Education Day on Friday,

September 20, 2019. The class will take place at the Medinah Shriners (550 Shriners Drive) in Addison,

Illinois from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. Lunch will be provided. The cost to attend is $120 per person for non-

ABPA members. Attendees will receive 6 C.E. credits and will learn all about backflow prevention and

fire systems; online backflow testing software; and much more. The deadline to register is Tuesday,

September 10, 2019. To register, click here.

ERS Webinar: Effective Time Management

The PCA Midwest's Employer/Employee Assistance Program (ERS-EAP) is offering a free webinar

available on-demand starting Tuesday, September 17, 2019 entitled "Maximizing Your Day: Effective

Time Management." In this webinar, attendees will learn to prioritize important events and explore the

role of delegation and communicating delegation requests with others. Visit www.ers-eap.com, enter

the username: PCA and the password: PCA and then look for the "seminar" link in the middle of the

page. Questions? Call ERS toll-free at 800-292-2780.

Industry News You Can Use

The PCA Midwest partners with various industry-related associations and organizations to bring our

affiliated contractors the most current plumbing and construction news, legislative updates and event

happenings. Please take the time to read through these by clicking on the links below.

CISCO News Briefs (August 28, 2019)

MARBA Matters (August 31, 2019)

PCA/PC "At Work" Newsletter (Issue 3, 2019)

School Bus Safety - Plainfield Patch (August 15, 2019)

PCA Regional Code Book Updated for 2019

The PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest staff has recently updated our exclusive Regional Code

Book covering our 17-county jurisdiction based on input received from the municipalities. This online

codebook is available only to PCA/Plumbing Council affiliated contractors and Illinois Certified

Plumbing Inspectors and includes: municipality name, phone number, address, website, inspector

contacts, amendments and city ordinance information (updated on an ongoing basis); material

requirements; and much more! To view our codebook (you must registered first if you haven't already),

visit www.plumbingcouncil.org/codes. Questions? Call our office at 312-563-9526. Note: Sharing or

reprinting of the codebook (which is copyright protected) to any parties outside of the PCA Midwest and

Plumbing Council is strictly prohibited.

CSC Offers Free Construction Safety Classes

Silica Hazards in Construction

The Construction Safety Council (CSC) in co-sponsorship with the Concrete Contractors Association

(CCA) and the Mason Contractors Association of Greater Chicago will offer a free training class on

Silica Hazards in Construction on Saturday, September 28, 2019. The class, open to all PCA Midwest

and Plumbing Council contractors and their employees, will be held at the Diplomat West Banquet Hall

(681 West North Avenue) in Elmhurst, Illinois from 7:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. Training topics include:

Introduction to Respirable Crystalline Silica; Introduction to OSHA; Compliance Guidance for OSHA

Silica Standards; Sample Jobsite Silica Control Plan; and more. All attendees will receive a free training

manual and an ID card. To register, visit www.BuildSafe.org. 

Drone Safety in Construction

In addition, the CSC will offer a free training class on Drone Safety in Construction on Thursday,

September 26, 2019. The class, open to all PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors and their

employees, will be held at the Woodridge Park District (8201 S. Janes Avenue) in Woodridge, Illinois

from 7:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. Attendees will hear from a distinguished group of legal, technical, and

operational experts about this emerging technology and its impact on worksites around the country as

well as view outdoor drone demonstrations. To register, visit www.BuildSafe.org.

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA Midwest members and Plumbing Council Midwest contractors are encouraged to register at

www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education

Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facility (unless otherwise specified). The PCA Midwest has a

longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make these classes available to our contractors at no

cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken by PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest

affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council Midwest (Industry Fund). 

NEW: Click here to download the 2019/2020 CEI Fall/Winter Catalog. If you have any questions about

registration or course offerings, contact Rebecca Lintow at rlintow@mca.org or call 312-384-1220.

Upcoming Events

Tech Byte: Next-Gen Building Controls / Passive Logic CEO Troy Harvey

September 10, 2019 at CEI--MCA of Chicago / Burr Ridge, IL

To register, click here

ABPA Cross Connection C.E. Class

September 20, 2019 at Medinah Shriners / Addison, IL

To register, click here

PHCC Connect

October 2-4, 2019 at Indiana Convention Center / Indianapolis, IN

To register, click here

PCA Associate Member Expo

Guest speaker: Chicago Bears Legend Dan Hampton

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at Harry Carey's Restaurant / Lombard, IL

To register, click here

PCA Membership Meeting

Guest speaker: UA Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne

Thursday, November 14, 2019 at Erie Cafe / Chicago, IL

Registration forms coming soon

PCA Sponsored C.E. Class

Thursday, November 21, 2019 at Holiday Inn / Itasca, IL

To register, click here
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