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Governor Pritzker Signs SB 1636 Into Law

We have been informed from our legislative partners at the Illinois Mechanical Specialty Contractors

Association (IMSCA) that Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed SB 1636 into law on August 20, 2019. SB

1636 lowers retainage from 10% to 5% once 50% of a construction project is complete. This is great

news for all of our Association's plumbing contractors who may wait for more than a year after

completing work until payment is finally received. Hopefully, this new law will now ease contractors'

cash flow burdens and encourage new developments in Illinois. We would like to personally thank

IMSCA Executive Director Jessica Newbold for spearheading this legislative victory along with SB 1636

co-sponsors Illinois Representative Luis Arroyo and former Illinois State Senator John Mulroe. We also

appreciate all of our PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council contractors who personally wrote letters to the

Governor in support of SB 1636. Note: PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters

currently serves as IMSCA's Treasurer.

UA Industry Day 2019 Re-Cap

The PCA/Plumbing Council was well-represented and involved in the annual industry activities taking

place at Washtenaw Community College in Ann Arbor, Michigan during the week of August 12, 2019.

The UA’s yearly week-long “Instructor Training Program,” which culminated with "Industry Day" on

August 14th, experienced record attendance with JAC program instructors, students, observers,

meeting attendees and guests totaling over 2,000. For a full recap of the event, click here. 

Pictured above: MCAA and MCA of Chicago President and PCA Midwest Member Contractor Brian Helm (at podium)

addressed the opening program of 2019’s “UA Industry Day” at this year’s Instructor Training Program in Ann Arbor,

Michigan. Pictured below: From left: UAC Chairman Tom Gent; UA Plumbers Local 519-Miami Florida Training Director

(and UA Instructor Training Program instructor) Joe Fernandez Jr.; PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters;

and UA Assistant Director of Education & Training Ray Boyd.

Chicago Plumbing License Exam Schedule

These examinations (written and practical) are required for professional licensure of plumbers in the

City of Chicago. Plumbers must demonstrate that they are familiar with safe practices and procedures

in their profession. All test questions have been subjected to strict psychometric controls and reflect

standards and practices validated by plumbers who are licensed in the City of Chicago. Candidates are

encouraged to retake the examinations since many candidates who initially fail such an exam pass on

subsequent attempts. All examinations are administered by Continental Testing Services. The exam fee

is $149.00. Questions or concerns? Contact Cheryl Stavropoulos at 1-800-359-1313, ext. 105 or by

email at: Cstavro@continentaltesting.net.

305 - Plumbers Written Examination

www.continentaltestinginc.com/product/chicago-305-plumber

Examination: Wednesday, October 9, 2019

Registration Deadline: Friday, September 13, 2019

Examination: Wednesday, January 15, 2020

Registration Deadline: Friday, December 6, 2019

306 - Plumbers Practical Examination

www.continentaltestinginc.com/product/chicago-306-plumber

Examination: Saturday, December 7, 2019

Registration Deadline: Friday, November 8, 2019

Examination: Wednesday, April 11, 2020

Registration Deadline: Friday, March 16, 2020

PCA Regional Code Book Updated for 2019

The PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest staff has been hard at work updating our exclusive

Regional Code Book covering our 17-county jurisdiction. This online codebook is available only to

PCA/Plumbing Council affiliated contractors and Illinois Certified Plumbing Inspectors and includes:

municipality name, phone number, address, website and inspector contacts; amendments and city

ordinance information (updated on an ongoing basis); material requirements; testing procedures and

much more! To view our codebook, visit www.plumbingcouncil.org/codes. Questions? Call our office at

312-563-9526. Note: Sharing or reprinting of the codebook (which is copyright protected) to any parties

outside of the PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council is strictly prohibited.

Renew Your Plumbing Contractor License

All plumbing contractors registered with the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) should receive

a renewal postcard in mid-August. Even though you are renewing online, you must still fax or email the

insurance and bonds. Only send those documents by one of these methods. Do not email and then

follow up with a fax or vice-versa. This only causes confusion and delays in the process. IDPH highly

recommends emailing, rather than faxing. Please make sure you look at all the materials carefully and

submit your completed renewal and all required attachments prior to the September 30, 2019 expiration

date to avoid late fees. Questions on renewals may be directed to the IDPH Plumbing & Water Quality

Program at 217-524-0791 or to dph.plumbing@illinois.gov. (Thanks to the IL PHCC for this notification.)

Take Action: Protect Union Construction
Apprenticeship Programs

If you haven't done so already, please submit a customized comment using the MCAA's online

campaign to protect union construction apprenticeship programs from the U.S. Department of Labor's

proposed rule to establish industry-recognized apprenticeship programs, also known as "IRAP."  It will

take just a matter of minutes. You will have the option to check one of five industry response topics

when filling out the online form. It does not matter which choice you make as this will allow your letter to

be customized and not viewed as spam when sent to the Department of Labor. Also, when filling out the

contact information, please list the contractor association field as "the Plumbing Contractors

Association Midwest." By adding the word "the" and spelling out "PCA Midwest," it will make the letter

read much more official. You will also have the option to preview the letter before sending it out. 

To submit PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council contractor comments calling for a permanent exemption for

construction from the Department’s IRAP proposal, please visit: http://protectconstructiontraining.org.

Your Local 130 members should submit their comments using the UA's campaign by clicking here.

The PCA Midwest will hold our “Associate Member Expo/Fall Fest” on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at Harry

Caray’s Restaurant in Lombard (adjacent to the Westin Hotel) starting at 6:00 PM. This year’s event will

feature retired Chicago Bears Hall of Fame defensive tackle and cable sportscaster Dan Hampton.

Make plans to spend the evening with us and enjoy drinks, food, raffle prizes, and learn all about the

valuable products and services our PCA Associate members and industry peers provide to make your

business operate more effectively and efficiently. For more information and to register, click here.

Registration flyers will also be mailed out to all PCA/PC contractors soon. PCA Associate members

who would like to reserve a booth (at no cost) should contact Barb Bigelow at 312-563-9526. 

CSC Offers Free Construction Safety Classes

Silica Hazards in Construction

The Construction Safety Council (CSC) in co-sponsorship with the Concrete Contractors Association

(CCA) and the Mason Contractors Association of Greater Chicago will offer a free training class on

Silica Hazards in Construction on Saturday, September 28, 2019. The class, open to all PCA Midwest

and Plumbing Council contractors and their employees, will be held at the Diplomat West Banquet Hall

(681 West North Avenue) in Elmhurst, Illinois from 7:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. Training topics include:

Introduction to Respirable Crystalline Silica; Introduction to OSHA; Compliance Guidance for OSHA

Silica Standards; Sample Jobsite Silica Control Plan; and more. All attendees will receive a free training

manual and an ID card. To register, visit www.BuildSafe.org. 

Drone Safety in Construction

In addition, the CSC will offer a free training class on Drone Safety in Construction on Thursday,

September 26, 2019. The class, open to all PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors and their

employees, will be held at the Woodridge Park District (8201 S. Janes Avenue) in Woodridge, Illinois

from 7:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. Attendees will hear from a distinguished group of legal, technical, and

operational experts about this emerging technology and its impact on worksites around the country as

well as view outdoor drone demonstrations. To register, visit www.BuildSafe.org.

PCA/PC Benefit Spotlight:
Merritt Credit History Search

The PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest offers our signatory contractors a variety of unique and

exclusive extra benefits and resources to help your business grow and prosper including two free

Merritt Credit searches and a discounted rate of only $10 for each additional request. Merritt Credit

searches can identify customer/client problems in advance such as: Civil and Law Division suits and

judgments; Federal and State Tax Liens filed locally; bank-to-developer mortgage foreclosures;

mechanics lien foreclosures; and bankruptcies relating to business in all divisions. To obtain a Merritt

Credit order form, call the PCA Midwest office at 312-563-9526.

Register for PHCC Connect 2019

PCA Midwest members who are also dues-paying members of the PHCC and UAC can take advantage

of early bird rates by registering now for the PHCC Connect 2019 Convention in Indianapolis,

Indiana on Oct. 2-4, 2019 at the Indiana Convention Center and the Westin Indianapolis Hotel. Click

here to register and find details about the schedule, speakers, exhibitors, tours and other events. Make

sure to take advantage of the early-bird registration rates by registering no later than August 31!

UA Local 130 JAC Instructor Opening

The following notice is being sent on behalf of UA Local 130 JAC. The Plumbers' JAC Local 130, UA is

announcing an opportunity to apply for a position as a Full-Time Plumbing Trade Instructor. Following is

a list of the requirements for the position: A minimum of:

Five years' experience as a Journey worker Plumber;

A well-rounded expertise in the field of plumbing;

Excellent communication and professional inter-personal skills;

A strong desire to teach and impart your knowledge of the trade to Apprentices and Journey

worker members of Plumbers' Local 130, UA of the plumbing profession.

This is an opportunity for you to give back to your trade. Applicants for the Instructor's position will need

to acknowledge and confirm that this position requires your commitment as well as a drive to

strengthen your knowledge. This will heighten your proficiency to instruct in the classroom and shop.

Please send your resume and cover letter to

James M. Majerowicz, Training Director

Plumbers' JAC Local 130, UA

1400 W. Washington Boulevard

Chicago, Illinois 60607

jmajerowicz@jac130.org

Your application must be received at the address listed above by September 6, 2019. Late applications

will not be considered. Thank you for your initial steps in applying for this position.

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA Midwest members and Plumbing Council Midwest contractors are encouraged to register at

www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education

Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facitlity (unless otherwise specified). The PCA Midwest has a

longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make these classes available to our contractors at no

cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken by PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest

affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council Midwest (Industry Fund).

Upcoming Events

PHCC Connect

October 2-4, 2019 at Indiana Convention Center / Indianapolis, IN

To register, click here

PCA Associate Member Expo

Guest speaker: Chicago Bears Legend Dan Hampton

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at Harry Carey's Restaurant / Lombard, IL

To register, click here

PCA Membership Meeting

Guest speaker: UA Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne

Thursday, November 14, 2019 at Erie Cafe / Chicago, IL

Registration forms coming soon

PCA Sponsored C.E. Class

Thursday, November 21, 2019 at Holiday Inn / Itasca, IL

To register, click here
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