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Weekly Workflow: August 1, 2019

Take Action: Protect Union Construction
Apprenticeship Programs

We recently alerted all of our PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors to the UA's national

campaign to protect union construction apprenticeship programs from the U.S. Department of Labor's

proposed rule to establish industry-recognized apprenticeship programs, also known as "IRAP."  While

the construction industry, contained in the proposed rule has been exempted “at least initially,” it is not

out of the realm that it be made permanent. To further our industry's collective efforts on this issue, the

MCAA, in collaboration with the Construction Employers of America, has created a website that will

allow all of our plumbing contractors to very easily (literally within a matter of seconds) submit

comments to the Department of Labor, and to do so in a way that each of the comments will be unique.

Please note that you will have the option to check one of five industry response topics when filling out

the form. It does not matter which choice you make as this will allow your letter to be customized and

not viewed as spam when sent to the Department of Labor. The other point to note is that when filling

out the contact information, please list the contractor association field as "the Plumbing Contractors

Association Midwest." By adding the word "the" and spelling out "PCA Midwest," it will make the letter

read much more official. You will also have the option to preview the letter before sending it out. 

 

To submit PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council contractor comments calling for a permanent exemption for

construction from the Department’s IRAP proposal, please visit: http://protectconstructiontraining.org.

Your Local 130 members should submit their comments using the UA's campaign by clicking here.

PCA "Rising Tide" Network Co-Sponsored
Emerging Leaders' "Survivor" Games

PCA Midwest contractors joined with over one-hundred of their industry peers for a “Survivor” game-

themed event on July 25, 2019 at Bemis Woods in Western Springs. This young contractor inspired

program, co-sponsored by the PCA Midwest (Rising Tide Network) and various local area union

signatory associations, brought together emerging leaders representing the plumbing, mechanical,

electrical, sheet metal and various other construction industries. The PCA Midwest would like to thank

all of our own "Rising Tide" leaders who attended and our Associate Member sponsors including

Bornquist, Inc.; Chitkowski Law Offices; Federated Insurance; Milwaukee Tool; Porter Pipe & Supply;

Rand-Tec Insurance Agency; and Test Gauge, Inc. A full recap of the event, including more event photos,

will be published in the next edition of the PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest "At Work" newsletter.

Contact IL Governor Pritzker and Urge Him to
Sign Retainage Reform (SB 1636)

PCA Midwest & Plumbing Council contractors and their employees are being asked by our Association

to participate in a letter-writing campaign directed to Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker in support of him

signing into law Senate Bill (SB) 1636. This legislation would allow retainage to be withheld at 10%, but

requires it to be reduced to 5% when a construction project is 50% complete. It was sent to Governor

Pritzker on June 21, 2019. Governor Pritzker now has 60 days to take action on this bill. If you haven't

done so already:

Please download the "Contractor" letter and print it on your business letterhead, insert your

contact information, sign and mail the letter.

In addition, ask your employees, friends and colleagues to also sign and mail a “general” letter.

If you need more background on SB 1636, check out the IMSCA fact sheet.

Please send a copy of all of your letters to jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.

PCA Midwest Executives Attended
MCAA-AEC Conference

As an affiliated Association of the National MCAA (Mechanical Contractors Association of America), PCA

Midwest/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters and Communications and Public Affairs

Director Jeff Weiss take an active role in the MCAA's Associate Executives Council (AEC). Peters and

Weiss both attended the AEC Best Practice Conference held July 28 - 31, 2019 in Milwaukee,

Wisconsin. Working closely with industry peers from across the country, Peters and Weiss spent three

days examining best practices in association management on topics including managing industry

funds, gaining new perspectives on collective bargaining, and discovering the benefits of associate

members. They also attended a private tour of the Milwaukee Tool headquarters and participated in

several networking events. Pictured above from left: Milwaukee Tool Regional Manager Andy Miller; AEC

outgoing Chair and MCA/MSCA of New York Executive Director Tony Saporito; PCA/Plumbing Council

Executive Director S.J. Peters; MSCA of Milwaukee Associate Director Dajen Bohacek; MCA of New

England Executive Director Stephen Affanato; and PCA/Plumbing Council Communications and Public

Affairs Director Jeff Weiss.

Make Plans to Attend Our Associate Member
Expo on Tuesday, October 8, 2019

The PCA Midwest will hold our “Associate Member Expo/Fall Fest” on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at Harry

Caray’s Restaurant in Lombard (adjacent to the Westin Hotel) starting at 6:00 PM. This year’s event will

feature retired Chicago Bears Hall of Fame defensive tackle and cable sportscaster Dan Hampton.

Make plans to spend the evening with us and enjoy drinks, food, raffle prizes, and learn all about the

valuable products and services our PCA Associate members and industry peers provide to make your

business operate more effectively and efficiently. For more information and to register, click here.

Registration flyers will also be mailed out to all PCA/PC contractors soon. PCA Associate members

who would like to reserve a booth (at no cost) should contact Barb Bigelow at 312-563-9526. 

Register for PHCC Connect 2019

PCA Midwest members who are also dues-paying members of the PHCC and UAC can take advantage

of early bird rates by registering now for the PHCC Connect 2019 Convention in Indianapolis,

Indiana on Oct. 2-4, 2019 at the Indiana Convention Center and the Westin Indianapolis Hotel. PHCC

Connect 2019 features two exciting keynote speakers: Richard Tretheway of "This Old House" and

Economist Connor Lokar of ITR Economics. In addition, UAC will present two "Showcase" programs on

Thursday, Oct. 3rd. One of the two UAC-branded programs will be "Legionella - More than just a

Bacteria" presented by Brian J. Yelton, CPMR and President of Inland Sales Group. The second UAC

showcase session will be on Succession Planning. Click here to register and find details about the

schedule, speakers, exhibitors, tours and other events. Make sure to take advantage of the early-bird

registration rates by registering no later than August 31!

Industry News You Can Use

The PCA Midwest partners with various industry-related associations to bring our affiliated contractors

the most current plumbing, mechanical and construction news, legislative updates and event

happenings. Please take the time to read through some of the most recent industry newsletters and

electronic publications by clicking on the links below.

Chicago Dept. of Buildings Newsletter (Aug. 1, 2019)

CISCO News Briefs (July 30, 2019)

IL PHCC Continuing Education (2019-2020 Classes)

MARBA Matters  (July 31, 2019)

PCA/PC "At Work" Newsletter (Issue 2-2019)

Job Posting: Village of Hazelcrest Building
Inspector / Plumbing Inspector

The Village of Hazelcrest is inviting online applications for the position of: Building Inspector / Plumbing

Inspector with an online application deadline of August 21, 2010. Applicants should submit a cover

letter, resume, and references to: ggray@villageofhazelcrest.com or Village of Hazel Crest, 3000 W.

170th Place, Hazel Crest, IL 60429, Attn: Human Resources. The position is responsible for the

enforcement of building-related codes, including the International Code Council (ICC) Building Code,

Housing Code, Abatement of Dangerous Buildings Code, and local codes such as sprinkling,

nuisance, clearing, grading, filling, and zoning. In addition, the building/plumbing inspector will perform

on-site inspections of footings, foundations, framing, basic electrical, plumbing, and basic mechanical

systems. All applicants must have a minimum of four (4) years of experience in general construction

and related fields or any equivalent combination of post-secondary education and experience. He or

she must also have an Illinois State Plumbers License along with the Inspectors Certificate, as well as

1-3 years of experience in municipal inspections, construction trades, apprenticeship programs, or

related fields. Continuing education, the ability to obtain and maintain additional ICC certifications, and

involvement with professional organizations are expected.

Free Silica Hazards In Construction Class

The Construction Safety Council in co-sponsorship with the Concrete Contractors Association (CCA)

and the Mason Contractors Association of Greater Chicago will offer a free training class on Silica

Hazards in Construction on Saturday, September 28, 2019. The class, open to all PCA Midwest and

Plumbing Council contractors and their employees, will be held at the Diplomat West Banquet Hall (681

West North Avenue) in Elmhurst, Illinois from 7:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. Training topics include:

Introduction to Respirable Crystalline Silica; Introduction to OSHA; Compliance Guidance for OSHA

Silica Standards; Sample Jobsite Silica Control Plan; and more. All attendees will receive a free training

manual and an ID card. To register, visit www.BuildSafe.org. 

Note: The PCA Midwest is affiliated with the Construction Safety Council (CSC). PCA Midwest members

and Plumbing Council Midwest contributing contractors can take advantage of discounted rates on any

of the CSC open enrollment safety training classes held at the CSC office at 4415 W. Harrison Street,

Suite 404, Hillside, Illinois.

Essentials of Project Management
Certificate Application

The MCA of Chicago Construction Education Institute (CEI) Essentials of Project Management

Certificate Program (EPM) is being offered to all PCA and Plumbing Council contractors and their

employees at a rate of $595. Spots are filling up very fast! This program is designed to position your

project managers as the best-educated and most competent in the industry. Employees who have

under 5 years of project management experience will benefit from the curriculum. It features 72 hours of

the highest quality classroom instruction and can be completed in one year. The (limited enrollment)

program focuses on core skills like communications, labor, legal, dealing with change orders and

project close-out. In recognition of completion, new graduates receive a certificate of completion. To

apply for the Essentials of Project Management Program, click here.

Cannabis Legalization in Illinois Webinar 

The law firm of Laner Muchin will offer a free one-hour webinar on Tuesday, August 6th from 12:00 -

1:00 PM on the subject of "staying ahead of the curve on cannabis legalization in Illinois." This webinar

is open to all PCA and Plumbing Council contractors. Some of the topics to be discussed include:

revising drug testing policies; practical considerations for conducting reasonable suspicion testing;

recommendations for pre-employment and random drug testing; and reasonable accommodation

considerations. Please be advised that once cannabis becomes legal in Illinois on January 1, 2020, it

is expected that the PCA and Plumbers Local 130 Drug Free Alliance policy, administered by Screen

Safe, will remain in effect and if no changes are implemented in the policy at that time, cannabis will

continue to be considered as a non-compliant drug. To register for the Laner Muchin webinar, click here.

Local 130 Apprentice Summer Break Notice

The official summer break for UA Local 130 apprentices at all three training centers (Chicago, Volo and

Joliet) will begin on Monday, August 12, 2019. Apprentices are required to report to work during the

break and classes will resume on Tuesday, September 3, 2019.

UA Industry Day: August 14, 2019

The UA 66th annual "Industry Day" showcasing some of the most innovative and effective JAC training

programs in the nation will take place this year on Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at Washtenaw College

in Ann Arbor, Michigan. There is no charge to attend "Industry Day." Please register by August 9, 2019.

Sign up for MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA Midwest members and Plumbing Council Midwest contractors are encouraged to register at

www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education

Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facitlity (unless otherwise specified). The PCA Midwest has a

longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make these classes available to our contractors at no

cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken by PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest

affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council Midwest (Industry Fund).

Upcoming Events

Plumbing All Industries Golf Outing

Friday, August 2, 2019 at Cog Hill / Lemont, IL

 

UA Industry Day

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at Washtenaw College/ Ann Arbor, MI

To register, click here

PHCC Connect

October 2-4, 2019 at Indiana Convention Center / Indianapolis, IN

To register, click here

PCA Associate Member Expo

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at Harry Carey's Restaurant / Lombard, IL

To register, click here
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