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Weekly Workflow: July 10, 2019

Chicago Mayor Lightfoot Halts Water Meter
Installations Over Lead Level Spike Concerns

The Chicago Tribune reported on July 9th that Mayor Lori Lightfoot has put the brakes on Chicago’s

aggressive water meter program last month after another round of city testing found spikes of brain-

damaging lead in more than 1 in 5 metered homes sampled. To read the full article, click here.

Scouts Earn Welding Merit Badge

The Boy Scouts “Pathway to Adventure Council” provided its members with an opportunity to earn a

welding merit trade badge on July 8, 2019 at the UA Local 130 JAC Training Center in Chicago. Working

directly with UA Local 130 JAC instructors and apprentices as well as with local youth counselors

including PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council Director John Baethke (John Baethke & Son Plumbing,

Inc.), the event drew nearly forty boys and girls to learn all about the welding processes used for

plumbing in industrial, commercial and residential environments. The kids learned the basics of

welding safety, thermal cutting methods, and the tools of the trade. They also discovered how many

years of education, training and experience are required of this profession. Complete coverage of this

event will be published in the next PCA/PC "At Work" newsletter. Photo credits: John Baethke.       

The PCA Midwest will relaunch our “Associate Member Expo/Fall Fest” on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at

Harry Caray’s Restaurant in Lombard adjacent to the Westin Hotel starting at 6:00 PM. This year’s event

will feature retired Chicago Bears Hall of Fame defensive tackle and cable sportscaster Dan Hampton.

Make plans to spend the evening with us and enjoy drinks, food and learn all about the valuable

products and services our PCA Associate members and industry peers provide to make your business

operate more effectively and efficiently. For more information and to register, click here. Registration

flyers will also be mailed out to all PCA/PC contractors soon. PCA Associate members who would like

to reserve a booth (at no cost) should contact Barb Bigelow at 312-563-9526. Space is limited, so don't

delay.

Contact IL Governor Pritzker and Urge Him
to Sign Retainage Reform (SB 1636)

PCA Midwest & Plumbing Council contractors and their employees are being asked by our

Association to participate in a letter writing campaign directed to Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker in

support of him signing into law Senate Bill (SB) 1636. This legislation would allow retainage to be

withheld at 10%, but requires it to be reduced to 5% when a construction project is 50% complete. It

was sent to Governor Pritzker on Friday, June 21st. Governor Pritzker now has 60 days to take action on

this bill.

Please download the "Contractor" letter and print it on your business letterhead, insert your

contact information, sign and mail the letter.

In addition, ask your employees, friends and colleagues to also sign and mail a “general” letter.

If you need more background on SB 1636, check out the IMSCA fact sheet.

Please send a copy of all of your letters to jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.

Chicago and Suburban Projects Open for Bid

PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors are encouraged to provide bids on job projects now

available in the Chicago and suburban areas. All of the job bids are updated regularly and made

available on our website at www.plumbingcouncil.org/pca. Make sure to click on the project name to

view and download all of the bid documents.

IMSCA Substance Magazine: Summer
Edition

Our legislative partners at the Illinois Mechanical Specialty Contractors Association (IMSCA) has just

released its Summer 2019 issue of SubStance Magazine. This issue features a a detailed analysis on

pending legislation seeking to hold general contractors liable for the payment of wages to employees of

a subcontractor even when the general contractor has paid the subcontractor in full (HB 2838).  It also

includes important information on Illinois' new recreational cannabis law that employers should be

aware of before it takes effect next year. To view the current issue, click here.

Important Date Change for ASPE Show

ASPE Chicago will be co-locating its annual product show with the Illinois PHCC on March 20, 2020 at

the Drury Lane Conference Center. This means there will not be an ASPE Chicago Product Show in the

Fall of 2019. The Annual Product Show is ASPE Chicago’s largest fundraiser of the year. With this in

mind, for the ASPE Chicago Exhibitors who typically participate in both the PHCC and ASPE shows,

ASPE Chicago will soon be requesting a pledge to show your continued support of ASPE and of the

Chicago Chapter as your booth cost will be collected by PHCC. For those who only participate in the

ASPE Chicago Product Show, you will reserve booth space through ASPE Chicago as you always have.

Registration forms will be sent out soon. Questions can be directed to Justin Wroblewski, APSE

Product Show Chairman at ASPE.Chicago.PSchairman@gmail.com.

Procore & ENR Free Webinar Series:
Turning Millennials of Today into Leaders of Tomorrow

PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors are invited to attend a Procore and Engineering News

Record (ENR) free webinar on Wednesday, July 24, 2019 at 1:00 PM central time to learn what

companies are doing to develop new talent, retain top performers and fill out their succession plans.

Industry experts will join leaders honored in ENR's Top 20 Under 40 competition to delve into the

challenges and opportunities in attracting young talent, optimizing mentorship programs and identifying

strategies to smoothly transition company leadership. For more information and to register, click here.

Industry News You Can Use

PCA Midwest partners with various industry related associations to bring our affiliated contractors the

most current plumbing and mechanical news, legislative updates and event happenings. Please take

the time to read through the latest industry newsletters by clicking on the links below.

ASSE Illinois Chapter Newsletter (June 2019)

Chicago's Updated Building Code (video presentation - 2019)

CISCO News Briefs (July 10, 2019)

PCA/PC "At Work" Newsletter (Issue 2, 2019)

UAC E-Messenger (July 2019)

Local 130 Apprentice Summer Break Notice

The official summer break for UA Local 130 apprentices at all three training centers (Chicago, Volo and

Joliet) will begin on Monday, August 12, 2019. Apprentices are required to report to work during the

break and classes will resume on Tuesday, September 3, 2019.

UA Industry Day: August 14, 2019

Wednesday, August 14, The UA 66th annual "Industry Day" showcasing some of the most innovative

and effective JAC training programs in the nation will take place this year on 2019 at Washtenaw

College in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Please register by August 9, 2019.

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA Midwest members and Plumbing Council Midwest contractors are encouraged to register at

www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education

Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facitlity (unless otherwise specified). The PCA Midwest has a

longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make these classes available to our contractors at no

cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken by PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Midwest

affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council Midwest (Industry Fund).

Construction Safety Council Classes

The PCA Midwest is affiliated with the Construction Safety Council (CSC). PCA Midwest members and

Plumbing Council Midwest contributing contractors can take advantage of discounted rates on any of

the CSC open enrollment safety training classes held at the CSC office at 4415 W. Harrison Street,

Suite 404, Hillside, Illinois.

Upcoming Events

South Side Plumbing Contractors Social Club Golf Outing

Friday, July 12, 2019 at Silver Lake Country Club / Orland Park, IL

Grit and Grace: Female Leadership Panel

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at 1871 Chicago / Chicago, IL

To register, click here

Chicago Women in Trades: She Can Build It Summit

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at Carpenters Training Center / Chicago, IL

To register, click here

 

MEP (Emerging Leaders) Survivor Team Building Event

Thursday, July 25, 2019 at Bemis Woods / Western Springs, IL

To register, click here

 

Plumbing All Industries Golf Outing

Friday, August 2, 2019 at Cog Hill / Lemont, IL

To register, click here

 

UA Industry Day

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at Washtenaw College/ Ann Arbor, MI

To register, click here
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