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Weekly Workflow: January 22, 2020

PCA-Sponsored C.E. Class Draws Large
Number of Contractors and Inspectors

Over 130 PCA contractors and municipal plumbing inspectors attended the PCA-sponsored C.E. class

at the Best Western Hillside Hotel on January 16, 2020. Jim Majerowicz, Local 130 JAC Training

Director and UA Local 130 President (pictured above) led the 4 and 6-hour sessions on Illinois and

Chicago plumbing codes. Also speaking at the event was Illinois State Plumbing Inspector Andy

Thiesse. All attendees received a certificate of completion and their C.E. hours were reported to the

Illinois Department of Public Health. These hours also counted for state hours for certified plumbing

inspectors. A recap of the event will appear in the next issue of our "At Work" newsletter.

PCA Express Meeting: Reasonable Suspicion
Training (Marijuana): Feb. 20th in Mokena

The PCA will conduct an Express Meeting on "Reasonable Suspicion Training" in response to the new

Illinois Marijuana Law on February 20, 2020 at M. Cooper Winsupply (8605 Spring Lake Drive) in

Mokena from 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM. There is no cost to attend and it is open to all PCA members and their

office staff. Space is limited. To register for this class, click here.   Additional meetings may be

scheduled upon demand at a later date. 

In addition, please make sure to click on the links below for resources pertaining to this subject matter.

They include recent video interviews conducted by the PCA (In-Studio series) and Skill Builder sessions

provided by the Employee Assistance Program (ERS-EAP).

PCA in Studio: The New Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (2020) (video)

PCA In Studio: Reasonable Suspicion (New IL Marijuana Law (2020) (video)

Sexual Harassment Prevention in the Workplace (ERS-EAP Skill Builder)

Drug-Free Workplace Compliance (ERS-EAP Skill Builder)

Reasonable Suspicion Checklist/Incident Report (document)

If either of the ERS-EAP Skill Builder links does not work above, log on to the ERS-EAP website and

enter your Username & Password (PCA & PCA). Enter the name of the skill builder in the search field at

the top right of the screen or scroll down the page until seeing the “Skill Builders” section. Click on

“Read More” and select the course title you are interested in. If you’re a new user, click “new user profile.

”You’ll be asked to enter your first name, last name, and e-mail address. You’ll also create a password

for future access to any other skill builders. Then simply click on “start learning.”

New Book Highlights Plumbers' Stories

Abby Ross (pictured above), a former journalist and Chicagoland resident, recently published a

memoir-style compilation of plumbers' stories entitled “The Poop Diaries” that most of our PCA

member contractors can relate to at some point in their career, especially those who primarily focus on

residential service work. Ross interviewed numerous plumbers and plumbing contractors over the

course of two years including past PCA President Craig Campeglia (retired-Franks Mechanical

Contractors, Inc.). Campeglia, who wholeheartedly endorses the book, reflects on how he chose a

career in the plumbing industry (sound advice from one of his dad’s friends) and shares personal and

often shocking revelations on the job including the time he may have encountered the ghost of Al

Capone on a construction site. While “The Poop Diaries” often finds humor in stories of plumbers

unclogging toilets and dealing with angry customers, it also debunks plumber stereotypes; illustrates

the dignity of work in our trade; and shines a bright light on our industry’s core mission of protecting the

health of our nation. To pre-order this book on Amazon, click here. The official release date is February

6, 2020, aligned with National Poop Day. Also be on the lookout for a “PCA in Studio” interview with Abby

Ross, author of the Poop Diaries, on our Plumbing Council “You Tube” channel coming soon. 

Relocating Your Business Seminar: Feb. 6th

PCA contractors and their staff are invited to attend an industry-wide seminar (at no cost) on relocating

your business co-sponsored by our Association and several of our fellow Mechanical, Electrical and

Sheet Metal (MEP) Associations. The two-hour event, which includes appetizers and drinks, will take

place on Thursday, February 6, 2020 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM at D.O.C. Wine Bar in Lombard (326

Yorktown Shopping Center). Among the panelists scheduled to speak on topics including purchasing

and rehabbing an existing building and staying and updating your current location is PCA Director David

Ariano of Ravinia Plumbing, Heating & Electric Co., Inc.  Registration is required in advance. To register

online, click here.   

Financial Management for Non-Financial
Managers CFMA Course: Jan. 29, 2020 

The Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) Chicago Chapter is partnering with the

Illinois Road & Transportation Builders Association to offer a course that provides the financial

management essentials of the construction business to non-financial managers; enabling them to

track and interpret the financial throughout the life cycle of a construction project. The event will take

place on Wednesday, January 29, 2020 at Gibson's in Oak Brook from 8:00 AM to Noon. The cost is

$125 per person (CFMA members) and $175 per person (non-CFMA members). To register, click here. 

PCA Commitment to a Safe Workplace Award

PCA members are eligible to earn and receive a "Company Commitment to a Safe Workplace" Award

for the year ending 2019. Applications are available by clicking here. Completed applications are due

back to the PCA office by no later than Friday, February 14, 2020. The awards are given to firms who

show improvement as compared to their own three-year running averages. This program is designed

in such a way that every association member is eligible to win an award since you compete against

only yourself (this information is seen only by our staff). The majority of the information requested on the

application can be found on your OSHA Log 300. For questions or more details, contact Barb Bigelow at

312-563-9526 or by email at barb@plumbingcouncil.org.

UA Local 130 JAC Apprenticeship
Application Request

The UA Local 130 JAC will be accepting applications for admission to its Plumbing Apprenticeship

Program starting Tuesday, January 21, 2020 through Thursday, February 20, 2020. Applications will be

accepted in person only at the following times and locations: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM; and Thursdays from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM at the Chicago, Volo and Joliet Offices.

For more information and to download an application packet, click here.

Illinois Department of Labor Annual Female
and Minority Apprenticeship Survey 

If you received an email from the Illinois Department of Labor at the beginning of this month (January)

asking you to fill out the Annual Female and Minority Apprenticeship Survey, please note this was sent

by mistake to some contractors due to an error in their email lists. If you received this email, you should

disregard it.  

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA affiliated contractors are encouraged to register at www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses

offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facility

(unless otherwise specified). The PCA  has a longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make

these classes available to our contractors at no cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken

by PCA affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council (Industry Fund). 

Click here to download the 2020 CEI Winter/Spring Catalog. If you have any questions about registration

or course offerings, contact Rebecca Lintow at rlintow@mca.org or call 312-384-1220.

Upcoming PCA Events

MEP Seminar (Relocating Your Business)

Thursday, February 6, 2020 at D.O.C. Wine Bar / Lombard, IL

To register, click here

PCA Express Meeting (Reasonable Suspicion - New IL Marijuana Law)

Thursday, February 20, 2020 at M. Cooper Winsupply / Mokena, IL

To register, click here
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