
WTTW Personality Geoffrey Baer Showcased Chicago’s  
Plumbing History at PCA Midwest May Membership Meeting 

What transformed Chicago from a desolate muddy 
swampland to one of the most illustrious and prosperous cities 
in the world? While big business, culture and industrial  
farming all played their parts, the real credit centered on the 
engineering marvel of the reversal of the Chicago River; the 
innovative underground sewer systems; and the sheer size and 
magnitude of the deep tunnels that turned our “Windy City” 
into a thriving trade route and a prominent urban metropolis. 
So began an informative and entertaining hour long history 
lesson on Chicago’s waterways from PCA Midwest guest 
speaker and WTTW celebrity personality Geoffrey Baer.     

Over 60 PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council member 
contractors and guests filled the Chicago Erie Café meeting 
room on May 14, 2019 to enjoy an evening of networking, 
dinner and lively discussion from Baer, a seven-time Emmy-
winning public television writer, producer and program host.  

Recounting elements from his prior shows and researching 
the topic in great detail, Baer told the audience that the history 
of Chicago can best be summed up as one long saga of using 
and battling water. Most people don’t realize that our city, he 
said, stands on the edge of a continental divide running north 
and south with one side flowing into the Great Lakes and the 

other side flowing into the Mississippi River. The significance 
of this fact is that early explorers including Jacques Marquette 
and Louis Joliet with the guidance of Native Americans  
realized that a short cut could be made from the Illinois and 
Des Plaines Rivers to the Great Lakes through Chicago with 
the eventual building of a state-of-the-art canal to Lake Michi-
gan. Just the planning of the canal in the 1820s, according to 
Baer, made Chicago the fastest growing city in the world.  

Fast forward to several decades later, Baer transitioned his 
storytelling to how Chicago fixed its sewage crisis with the  
reversal of the Chicago River, which WTTW appropriately 
attributed as “one of the top ten engineering marvels that 
changed America.” In fact, Chicago was the first city to  
construct a comprehensive sewer system in America by raising 
the streets as high as ten feet and constructing a tunnel 60 feet 
below Lake Michigan. In addition, by building a canal six 
times deeper than the Erie Canal west of the Chicago River at 
a much lower elevation, all of the city’s sewage would in turn 
through the laws of gravity, reverse its current and flow west 
to the Mississippi River instead of east to Lake Michigan. 
While Baer didn’t actually say it, he implied this reversal was 
the start of the great “Chicago vs. St. Louis” rivalry.  

From there, Baer explored many more facts and shared 
numerous stories to keep everyone in full attention of his 
presentation. He talked about how some Chicagoans whose 
homes fell below the sewer lines broke into the mains to create 
their own “unlicensed” plumbing facilities. He discussed the 
iconic Water Tower structure which serves as a massive “stand 
pipe” to equalize the pressure from the water pumping station 
built across Michigan Avenue that still operates to this 
day. He delved into the technology of the 
wastewater treatment centers including the 
one constructed in the village of 
Stickney which is considered the 
largest in the world.  

(continued on page 3) 

Geoffrey Baer shares his love and admiration for Chicago history  
with PCA Midwest member contractors and guests. 
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PCA Rising Tide Network Co-Hosts Team Building Event 
On July 25, 2019 at Bemis Woods in Western Springs 

The PCA Mid-
west “Rising Tide” 
Network which aims 
to involve, engage 
and prepare our next 
generation of plumb-
ing industry leaders 
will join with MEP+ 

(PCA/PC, MCA, NECA, ECA, SMACNA and AGC) emerging 
leader groups on Thursday, July 25, 2019 from 
3:00 PM to 6:00 PM at Bemis Woods (Shelter #5) in Western 
Springs, Illinois for a fun-filled day of games, food, drinks, 
friends and fun.  

Based loosely on the hit reality television show 
“Survivor,” this game-themed team building event is designed 
to enhance communication and facilitate networking. Through 

a series of fun and challenging tasks that range from silly to 
intense, each team will work together to test their skills against 
the other groups. The event will also include complimentary 
food and beverage trucks, raffle prizes and music. 

All PCA Midwest “Rising Tide” Network members are 
invited to attend. There will also be numerous sponsorship 
opportunities for all of our PCA Midwest Associate Members. 
More details will be promoted in the PCA/PC “Weekly 
Workflow” electronic newsletter as we get closer to the date. 
In the meantime, registration is now available online at 
mca.org/event/mep-survivor. 

If you or anyone in your company (no age limit) is 
interested in joining the “Rising Tide” Network and want to be 
added to our invite list, please contact PCA Director of 
Communications and Public Affairs Jeff Weiss at 
312-563-9526 or by email at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.

Kelly Castrogiovanni, Director 
Terry Plumbing Co. 



3 | Plumbing Contractors Association  Plumbing Council 

Baer also examined the many wonders of Chicago’s Deep  
Tunnel systems and its overflow reservoirs.      

To conclude his overall presentation, Baer played a  
Chicago history interactive quiz with the audience ranging from 
questions about how the Chicago Water Tower’s Joliet lime-
stone got its distinctive yellow tinge (high iron content) to how 
a Lake Zurich Golf Club prevented a railroad from building its 
tracks on its course (by setting up a cemetery to block its path). 
Baer received a round of applause and much praise from all of 
the guests for his insightful and colorful commentary on the 
history of Chicago and its waterways.  

In addition to Baer, Plumbing Council Chairman and PCA 
Midwest Labor Relations Committee Member David Ariano 
(Ravinia Plumbing & Heating) spent a brief portion of the 
meeting reviewing the proposed changes to the UA Local 130 
Residential Service Agreement which he personally negotiated 
directly with UA Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne.  

Ariano stated that the union’s goal from the start was to 
permanently tie the wages and benefits on a percentage basis to 
the building trades and journeymen wage sheets moving  
forward. He noted that the total wage package increase this year 
due to this change rose by over $8.00 an hour. However, Ariano 
said he was able to work out a major change to the agreement 
by creating new metal trades categories (MS3 – MS7) designed 
specifically for individuals who do not perform plumbing  
licensed work nor who want to obtain a plumbing license in the 
foreseeable future or not at all.  

Without this change, these Service Agreement employees 
would be forced into the apprenticeship program or transition 
into the metal trades under the master agreement. After further 
explanation and fielding questions from the audience, Ariano 
called for a motion from the PCA Midwest member contractors 
in attendance to ratify the agreement. A motion was made,  
seconded and all in favor. 

For any of our affiliated contractors who were unable to 
attend this membership meeting and would like more  
information about the changes to the UA Local 130 Service 
Agreement or links to Geoffrey Baer’s video presentations, 
please contact PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Executive  
Director S.J. Peters at 312-563-9526 (office) or by email to 
sj@plumbingcouncil.org.     

PCA Midwest May Membership Meeting in Review 
(continued from cover) 

From left: PCA Midwest member Bob Abbott (Abbott Industries) and  
PCA Midwest President Mike Kerrigan (F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing Co.). 

Seeing double! From left: Plumbing Council Chair David Ariano  
(Ravinia Plumbing & Heating) and WTTW personality Geoffrey Baer. 

From left: PCA Midwest members Brian Hanhapl (A & H Plumbing)  
and Kelly and Kevin Keough (Keough Mechanical Corp.). 

From left: PCA Associate members Paul Chason (Rand-Tec Insurance); Roger  
Paveza (Vista Safety Consulting); and Jeanette Koeller (First Priority, DKI). 
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PCA Midwest 2018 Safety Award Winners Announced 
The PCA Midwest is 
pleased to announce that 
18 of our Association 
member plumbing con-
tractors have earned and 
received the PCA Mid-
west “Commitment to a 
Safe Workplace Award” 
for 2018 for either  
exceeding or equaling 
their own safety record 
against the previous year. 
This year’s safety award 
winners received their 
trophies in the mail. In 
addition, those in  
attendance at the PCA 
membership meeting on 
May 14, 2019 at the Erie 

Café were recognized by our Association. 
Safety, as always remains a top priority for all of our  

signatory contractors, so receiving this distinguished award 
from our Association is a well-earned honor. Winners of this 
coveted award are selected based on documented improvements 
over a three-year period, with consideration of the number and 
rate of lost workdays and workers’ compensation filings.  

Recipients of the 2018 PCA Midwest “Commitment to a 
Safe Workplace Award” are: 

A & D Plumbing, Inc. 
A & H Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc. 
A-Plus Plumbing 
Abbott Industries, Inc. 
Bestler Corp. 
Burns Mechanical, Inc. 
Cannonball Mechanical Corp. 
Flader Plumbing & Heating Co. 
F.J. Kerrrigan Plumbing Co., Inc. 
R.J. Kuhn Plumbing Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Meurer & Sons Plumbing & Heating Co. 
F.E. Moran 
Ernie Peterson Plumbing, Inc. 
Sherman Mechanical, Inc. 
Taylor Plumbing, Inc. 
Terry Plumbing, A Matrix Holdings LLC Company 
J.L. Wagner Plumbing & Piping, Inc. 
Zebra Plumbing Services, LLC 
 
Congratulations to all of the 2018 winners, as well as all of 

our PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council Midwest contractors 
who stand committed to continually promoting and achieving a 
safe workplace.  

Industry Associations Hosted Succession Planning Seminar 

Selling your business, protecting the interests of your  
employees, and ensuring the legacy of your company should be 
on every owner’s mind on a daily basis and not only as they 

near retirement. Whether you plan to turn over your firm to 
your children, your business partner, or a third-party interest, 
succession planning remains crucial to a successful transition.  

With such an important topic facing today’s aging baby 
boomer generation, over 50 plumbing, mechanical, electrical 
and sheet metal contractors gathered at the Weber Grill in  
Lombard on April 25, 2019 to attend an informative panel  
discussion on succession planning. This complimentary event, 
co-hosted by the PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council along with 
MCA of Chicago, SMACNA of Greater Chicago, ECA of  
Chicago and the Northeastern Illinois chapter of NECA brought 
together four industry contractor owners representing each  
association to share their own personal succession experiences.  

Moderated by attorney Jay Tarshis of Saul, Ewing,  
Arnstein & Lehr, LLP, each of the panelists took turns  
describing the planning of the sale of a family business to  
another family member; the sale to a non-family member; the 
sale to its own employees (ESOP); and the sale to a third-party 
individual in the process of a short-term transition. They also 
spent their time talking about the many financial considerations 
involved in a business succession plan including income tax 
and transfer/estate tax concerns; family member decisions; and 
determining the company’s value at the time of the sale.  

(continued on page 5) 

From left: Succession Planning moderator Jay Tarshis (Saul, Ewing, 
Arnstein & Lehr, LLP); Hank Artlip (Artlip & Sons); Nycole Woody 
(Correct Electric); PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director  
S.J. Peters; David Ariano (Ravinia Plumbing & Heating); and Ben 
Campbell (AMS Mechanical Systems, Inc.).  
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Succession Planning Seminar 
(continued from page 4) 

“Formulating a disciplined plan with a qualified team of 
professional advisors including lawyers, accountants,  
investment bankers and wealth advisors is the ideal situation 
for any business considering a sale in the foreseeable future,” 
said Tarshis. However, an offer to sell a business can some-
times come out of nowhere and unplanned situations such as an  
owner’s personal health can adjust a succession timeline in an 
instant. Tarshis therefore recommended that business owners 
address succession planning with their own lawyers and team 
of financial planners at least twice a year, if not more. Tarshis  
further illustrated this main point with a famous quote from 
U.S. President Abraham Lincoln by stressing that “You can’t 
escape the responsibilities of tomorrow by evading it today.” 

This sound advice was echoed by each panelist including 
David Ariano of Ravinia Plumbing & Heating (PCA/PC); 
Nycole Woody of Correct Electric (NECA Northeastern Illinois 
Chapter); Hank Artlip of Artlip & Sons (SMACNA Greater 
Chicago); and Ben Campbell of AMS Mechanical Systems, 
Inc. (MCA of Chicago). In fact, Ariano mentioned that he  
started working on a succession strategy 10 years before his 
father considered retirement. While the transition worked out  
smoothly for them, Ariano noted that without pragmatic  
planning, things could have gone awry very quickly.  

David Ariano, owner of Ravinia Plumbing & Heating (left) answers 
several questions about purchasing his company from his father. Other panelists shared similar stories noting that the key to 

any successful succession is communicating effectively with 
everyone in the business from the top all the way down to the 
office staff receptionist. Also, determining a fair value of the 
company and setting realistic expectations and well-defined 
goals are essential steps in keeping family members, business 
partners and current employees in harmony both before and 
after the sale’s transaction.        

While the right answer for one business isn’t necessarily 
the same for all businesses, attendees gained valuable insights 
into choosing a potential transition route and implementing a 
successful succession plan. Other questions addressed during 
the panel discussion dealt with bank loans versus personal  
family loans; valuing divisible assets during the sale; and  
determining a reasonable exit timeframe of an owner during the 
company’s transition.     

Following the seminar, many of the guests enjoyed a  
cocktail reception and stayed around to speak one on one with 
the moderator and panelists. If there is a future business  
development topic that you would like the PCA/Plumbing 
Council and its industry partner associations to coordinate, or if 
you would like the contact information of any of the succession 
planning speakers, please contact our office at 312-563-9526. 
Remember, we’re always here to serve you.    

Mike Giglio, owner of Calumet City Plumbing (right) asks moderator 
Jay Tarshis a legal question about succession planning.  

Nycole Woody, of Correct Electric (center) fields questions about the 
overall process of her recent transition as owner of her company.  
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Illinois PHCC Expo & Education Day 2019 

 Billed as one of the largest PHCC product shows in the 
country, over one thousand industry contractors, plumbers,  
vendors and guests packed the Drury Lane Conference Center 
in Oakbrook Terrace on March 22, 2019 for the Illinois PHCC 
annual trade show and educational day. Attendees had the  
opportunity to network and learn about the latest technologies 
from nearly 160 plumbing manufacturer reps., local supply 
houses and industry-related organizations who all lined the  
convention aisles at the trade show.  
 In addition, about 600-plus plumbers secured their Illinois 
and/or Chicago plumbing license required four hours of C.E. 
credit earlier in the day with the assistance of many volunteers 
checking them in and out including several PCA Midwest and 
Plumbing Council staff. All of the day’s activities were free of 
charge with the exception of a $35.00 fee for the C.E. class. 
 As is tradition, this year’s trade show concluded with an 
Illinois PHCC sponsored “after-expo” reception and Illinois 
PHCC and Auxiliary board meetings the following morning. 
 Congratulations to Illinois PHCC Executive Director Bev 
Potts and Associate Director Shelly Lott along with the Illinois 
PHCC board, and staff and volunteers for coordinating another 
highly successful Expo and Education Day. Please make plans 
to attend next year’s event on March 22, 2020.  
 As always, we will promote the details of the Education & 
Expo Day once the event is publicized. We hope to see all of 
our PCA and Plumbing Council contractors there! 
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IL PHCC Expo Photos 
(continued from page 6) 

“Break-Away” with the PCA Reception at the IL PHCC Expo 
The PCA Midwest hosted its annual “Break Away” reception at the Illinois PHCC Expo on March 23, 2019. Our thanks to the IL 
PHCC for providing the space. Over seventy PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council contractors, Associate members, UA Local 130 
apprentices and union officials, and other guests took a moment from the day’s activities to enjoy a complimentary “break time” with 
light snacks and soft drinks and an opportunity to catch up with one another. Guests also received various association promotional 
materials including PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council stickers and wrench key chains. Make sure to visit our “Break-Away”
reception next year. 
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2019 Management Conference In Review 

(continued on page 9) 

Billed as an educational and networking event held  
exclusively for Union-Affiliated Contractors (UAC) of the Na-
tional PHCC, the 2019 UAC Management Conference checked 
off all of the boxes for those in attendance. Planned in large part 
by the PCA Midwest as the host chapter, the two-day confer-
ence held from March 21-22, 2019, drew nearly  
40 union signatory plumbing contractors and association  
executives from the Midwest and across the country. They all 
gathered at the Drury Lane in Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois to 
share best practices and learn about relevant topics within our 
industry from experts in the field.   

With this year’s event taking place in the Chicago  
metropolitan area and in conjunction with the Illinois PHCC 
Annual Expo and Product Show, several of our PCA Midwest 
signatory contractors took time out of their busy schedules to 
attend including PCA Midwest President Mike Kerrigan  
(F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing); PCA Midwest 1st Vice President 
Matt Erickson (C.J. Erickson Plumbing); PCA Midwest  
Director Kelly Castrogiovanni and PHCC Zone 3 Director  
Terry McCarthy (Terry Plumbing); PCA Midwest contractors 
Steve and Tammy Stimson and Brian and Jerry Rich  
(G.A. Rich & Sons, Inc.); PCA Midwest contractor Lori L.  
Abbott (Abbott Industries); and PCA Midwest Executive  
Director S.J. Peters and Director of Communications and Public 
Affairs Jeff Weiss. 

Kicking off the conference on its first morning, many of 
the participants took advantage of the opportunity to visit the 
Brookfield Zoo’s Seven Seas Water Treatment Facility.  
Chicago Zoological Society staff members John Kanzia 

(Environmental Quality Manager); Dave Derk (Lead Supervisor 
of Life Support/Water Quality for Plant and Facilities); and 
Doug Szarzynski (Plant & Facilities Life Support Assistant 
Lead) led the UAC group through a unique “behind the scenes” 
guided tour of the inner working of the zoo’s “Discovery Sea 
Mammal Exhibit” filtration systems.  

According to Kanzia, this impressive facility is two-thirds 
the size of a football field and rivals a large city’s water supply 
plant in the sheer volume of 15 million gallons of water that is 
processed each day. In addition, the total volume of the dolphin 
and pinniped exhibits alone is about 1,850,000 gallons and it 
utilizes a backwash recovery system to save an abundant 
amount of water each year.  

UAC Program Director Tim Penno (at podium) and UAC Chairman Tom Gent (standing on left) welcomed  
the attendees to the 2019 Management Conference at the Drury Lane in Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois. 
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UAC Management Conference 
(continued from page 8) 

Each tour guide led their separate groups through a maze 
of pipes, valves, pumps, tanks and computerized control  
systems. They reviewed each distinct area of the facility and 
highlighted their own specific roles in constantly monitoring 
the water quality including checking its specialized ozone  
disinfection systems. In total, the facility’s trained staff  
oversees a water filtration turnover rate in the dolphin system 
of about 4.2 hours at 5,000 gallons per minute and 2 hours at 
4,400 gallons per minute in the pinniped system. It is quite an 
impressive operation to view firsthand and one that the  
attendees will not soon forget.   

Returning back to the Drury Lane following this special 
industry-based tour, the group convened for a UAC annual 
meeting led by UAC Chairman Tom Gent and newly-hired 
UAC Program Director Tim Penno. Immediately following 
lunch, attorneys Jim Vanek and Amber Cox (Laner Muchin, 
Ltd.) provided a legal clinic on “Questions Nobody Asks, But 
Should.” They focused their main discussion on interacting 
with union trust funds and preparing for payroll audits; an  
explanation of withdrawal liability and uncovering how much 
contractors owe; succession planning and what to consider 
when turning over a business; and dealing with employer  
liability in potential sexual harassment cases.      

CISCO (Construction Industry Service Corporation)  
Executive Director Dan Allen provided an analysis of  
Prevailing Wage laws, enforcement policies, and violations 
throughout the U.S. From there, attorney Richard Samson 
(Ogletree-Deakins) explored best practice strategies for  
collective bargaining. He explained the main differences  
between mandatory and permissive subjects of bargaining; 
reviewed traits of an effective negotiations team; discussed 
formulating realistic proposals; and concluded with setting 
objectives for post negotiations.    

The final session of the day received rave reviews from 
the audience members. Amber Cox (Laner, Muchin, Ltd.), 
Kyle Cochran (Vista Safety Consulting); and Dan Skoczylas 
(CLS Enterprises) presented an “Active Shooter” preparation 
workshop on how to manage situations where a workplace  
violence situation arises. Skoczylas, a former law enforcement 
officer (Hickory Hills; Illinois Police Department) and current 

private sector background investigator shared personal stories 
that he encountered in the field. With fifty three percent of all 
active shooter events occurring in a place of business and over 
270 active shooter events in this year alone, Skoczylas and the 
other panelists stressed that everyone must play a part in the 
solution. Individual awareness and training inside and outside 
the workplace is crucial. The reality, according to Skoczylas, is 
that the likelihood that someone will arrive on the scene in time 
to save your life is slim since once a shooting starts, a victim is 
shot every fifteen seconds. Therefore, he urged everyone to  
understand that their personal safety is their own responsibility. 
Participants walked away from this session with an awareness 
that they cannot ignore this topic and instead must establish a 
formal plan in advance; provide workplace violence training to 
their employees; and develop effective company policies in 
accordance with current OSHA regulations.   

The second and final day featured an informative session 
on PHCC chapter best practices. MCAA Association Advisor 
and retired MCA Chicago Executive Vice President Steve 
Lamb led an interactive discussion on understanding chapter by
-laws; keeping chapter documents up-to-date; the do’s and 
don’ts of anti-trust laws; and learning how to use Industry 

(continued on page 10) 

Seated in front from left: Attorneys Amber Cox and Jim Vanek 
(Laner Muchin, Ltd.) provide a legal clinic for attendees. 

MCAA Advisor Steve Lamb discusses the do’s and don’t of 
Association Chapter Governance. 
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(continued on page 11) 

Funds properly, legally and effectively. Following a UAC  
Trustee’s meeting, lunch and closing session, attendees were 
invited to explore the Illinois PHCC Expo and Product Show as 
well as visit the PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council “Break-Away”  
reception, and later the IL PHCC reception and buffet dinner.    

A special thank you to Illinois PHCC Executive Director 
Bev Potts and her staff for all of their assistance with the event 
logistics and in hosting joint receptions for the UAC attendees. In 
addition, PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Executive Director 
S.J. Peters and his staff deserve credit for coordinating the UAC 
session speakers and arranging the zoo tour. Also, our genuine 
appreciation to the Chicago Zoological Society staff for guiding 
everyone on the Brookfield Zoo water filtration tour and our  
sincere gratitude to all of the conference speakers and presenters. 
Finally, the UAC Conference was made possible with the  
generous support of this year’s corporate sponsors: Bradford 
White Water Heaters; Kohler and Milwaukee Tool.  

Don’t miss out on next year’s UAC Management  
Conference. The dates and location are confirmed for March 19-
20, 2020 at the Drury Lane in Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois. Once 
all of the conference details and session topics are finalized, the 
PCA Midwest will keep everyone informed with announcements 
published in our “Weekly Workflow” online newsletter. In the 
meantime, visit www.phccweb.org and search “UAC” to learn 
more about this organization’s benefits and service to the  
plumbing industry. Also, anyone who would like to request a 
copy of the 2019 UAC session PowerPoint presentations; work-
shop handouts; or individual presenter’s contact information 
should call the PCA Midwest office at 312-563-9526 or email 
jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.  

UAC Management Conference 
(continued from page 9) 

CISCO Executive Director Dan Allen discussed the current state of 
Prevailing Wage laws in Illinois and across the country. 

Attorney Richard Samson (Ogletree-Deakins) focused his 
presentation on planning successful management strategies 
for collective bargaining.  

From left: PCA Midwest contractors Gerry Rich (G.A. Rich 
& Sons, Inc.); Kelly Castrogiovanni (Terry Plumbing); and 
Matt Erickson (C.J. Erickson Plumbing) learn about ways to 
avoid workplace violence from the conference speakers.  

UAC delegation at the Brookfield Zoo water filtration tour. 
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UAC Management Conference 
(continued from page 10) 

PHCC’s Connect (Oct. 2-4) will feature two exciting keynoters: 
Richard Tretheway of “This Old House” and its spin-offs and, 
back by popular demand, economist Connor Lokar of ITR   
Economics! Early bird event fees start as low as $535 per  
member and $335 per guest if registered by August 31, 2019. 
PHCC preferred rates of $199 per night at the Westin  
Indianapolis Hotel will be available until September 8, 2019, or 
until the group block is sold-out, whichever comes first. Visit 
www.phccweb.org/event/connect-2019 to register and for 
more information. 

Kyle Cochran of Vista Safety Consulting (standing) talks about 
OSHA’s latest initiatives aimed at preventing workplace violence. 

From left: UAC Vice Chairman Dave Frame (Bob Frame Plumbing 
Services from South Bend, Indiana) and PCA Midwest contractor 
Brian Rich (G.A. Rich & Sons, Inc.). 

PCA Midwest contractor Kelly Castrogiovanni (Terry Plumbing) at the 
Brookfield Zoo water filtration tour.  

The “Lifetime Achievement Award” was presented to  
Plumbers Local 130 UA Joint Apprenticeship Training  
Committee (JAC) Director James “Jim” Majerowicz at the May 
3, 2019 Annual Education Program event sponsored by the 
Illinois Plumbing Inspectors Association (IPIA) at the Medinah 
Shrine Center in Addison, IL. The honor, which was bestowed 
to Majerowicz by IPIA Tri-County Chapter President David 
Dertz as a surprise just before he began to lead his educational 
session, was witnessed by over 200 plumbing inspectors,  
industry leaders, exhibitors and invited guests. The award 
acknowledges Majerowicz for his devotion to the plumbing 
industry through his many decades (so far) of loyal service, 
teaching and leadership. Among those on hand to congratulate 
Plumbers Local 130 JAC Training Director Jim Majerowicz on 
receiving the Illinois Plumbing Inspectors’ Association’s  
Lifetime Achievement Award at its May 3, 2019 seminar were 
(pictured above from left) IPIA President and Niles, IL  
Combination Inspector Dan Macias; IL PHCC Executive  
Director Bev Potts; JAC Co-Chair Craig Thomas of Warren 
Thomas Plumbing; Jim Majerowicz; Local 130 JAC Co-Chair 
and Plumbers Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne; IPIA 
Tri-County Chapter President David Dertz; PCA & Plumbing 
Council Executive Director S.J. Peters; and Alsip Plumbing 
Inspector, past PCA officer, past UA Local Union 130 Pension 
Co-Chair, and past President of C.J. Erickson Plumbing  
Company Jim Smith. Photo credit: IPIA.  

Local 130 JAC Training Director 
Majerowicz Honored by IPIA 
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PCA Joined IMSCA in Successful Lobby Day 2019 

The PCA Midwest joined over 60 plumbing, mechanical, 
electrical, sheet metal, and several other construction signatory 
contractors and industry executives at the Illinois Mechanical 
Specialty Contractors Association (IMSCA) annual Lobby Day 
on March 19, 2019 in Springfield, Illinois. The event,  
coordinated by IMSCA Executive Director Jessica Newbold, 
provided our contractors with the opportunity to voice their 
legislative concerns directly with their state elected officials.    

Following an IMSCA Board Meeting held at The Inn  
at 835 Hotel and a special guest address by Illinois State  
Senator John Mulroe, participants walked to the state capitol to 
lobby in support of SB 1636 which amends the Contractor 
Prompt Payment Act by allowing retainage to be withheld at 
10%, but requires it to be reduced to 5% when a construction 
project is 50% complete. This bill only applies to private,  
commercial construction projects. 

At press time, SB 1636 passed the Illinois Senate and will 
build on its momentum in the Illinois House where it  
gained support last year only to be ultimately defeated by a 
veto from former Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner. This bill 
remains extremely important to the construction contractor 
base as it seeks to free up much needed cash flow especially for 
smaller contractors and subcontractors allowing them to  
perform more work and hire new employees with extra capital 
returned to them from projects that have been long approved 
and completed. Historically, retainage of 10% was withheld 
because that was the expected profit for a contractor. The  
current percentage of profit now hovers closer to 3% making 
Illinois’ retainage law an economically unfeasible payment 
method that risks putting contractors out of business.    

Our delegation which met with Illinois Senators Tom 
Cullerton and Linda Holmes and Illinois Representatives Anne 
Stava-Murray and Keith Wheeler, also lobbied in support of a 
Capital Construction Program to provide funding for repairs to 
roads, bridges, schools and many other state owned facilities. 
Illinois has not passed a capital construction program since 
2009. This much needed funding mechanism is expected to 
boost our economy by providing much needed upgrades to 

vertical and horizontal infrastructure.  
In addition, they voiced their opposition to SB 1783 which 

would remove the Illinois Prevailing Wage exemption for 
workers transporting specific construction materials and  
equipment. This bill would directly conflict with the federal 
prevailing wage statute (Davis-Bacon Act) and circumvent the 
collective bargaining process. It also would complicate the  
bidding process for contractors and create an administrative 
nightmare for prevailing wage reporting requirements.  

 If you would like to participate in next year’s IMSCA  
Lobby Day as well as take a more active role in any of our  
governmental affairs, please contact our office at 312-563-9526 
and make sure to respond to our legislative alerts in our weekly 
electronic newsletter and other publications. The PCA Midwest 
will continue to closely monitor all Illinois House and Senate 
bills affecting our plumbing contractors through our legislative 
partners at IMSCA, Illinois PHCC and CISCO.   

From left: PCA/PC Director of Communications & Public Affairs Jeff 
Weiss; PCA Treasurer Rick Kuhn from R.J. Kuhn Plumbing, Heating 
and  Cooling, Inc.; PCA Director Dan Yungerman from F.E. Moran; 
Illinois State Senator Tom Cullerton; PCA member contractor Tammy 
Rich-Stimson from G.A. Rich & Sons, Inc.; CISCO Executive Director 
Dan Allen; and PCA/PC Executive Director S.J. Peters.  

PCA Midwest Treasurer Rick Kuhn (R.J. Kuhn Plumbing & Heating) 
shares a fact sheet on SB 1636 (Retainage Reform) with Illinois 
Congresswoman Linda Holmes. 

Illinois State Senator John Mulroe addressed the IMSCA crowd about 
the need to pass SB 1636 (Retainage Reform) which he co-sponsored.  
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PHCC Contractors Lobbied Their Elected Officials in  D.C. 

PCA Midwest New Health & Safety Manual Now Online 
 The PCA Midwest has re-
launched an updated “Health & 
Safety Manual” available online 
exclusively to all PCA and 
Plumbing Council contractors at 
no cost. The new document  
compiled by PCA Midwest safety 

consultant Roger Paveza, President of Vista Safety Consulting, 
LLC, features interactive functionality; embedded third party 
links; industry-wide Safety Data Sheets; Health & Safety 
Toolbox Talks; and additional OSHA safe work practice  
policies including “Written Exposure Control Plans” for  
working with silica. The manual is now accessible at 
www.plumbingcouncil.org/pca under the "“documents” tab.  

 PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council contractors must be  
registered on our website in order to view and customize the 
manual after downloading and saving it to their computer.  
Users can universally insert their company name and official 
signature on all related forms and documents contained 
throughout the various sections. The finalized manual, which 
is copyright protected, can then be used as a personalized  
operational and procedural health and safety guide to serve 
several vital purposes including as a compliance document; a 
day-to-day reference; a new hire orientation; and an overall 
commitment to safety. This is just one more way that the PCA 
adds extra value to your company! If you have any questions 
or need assistance registering on our website, call the PCA 
office at 312-563-9526. 

 The PCA Midwest recently sent a delegation of our  
contractors and staff to visit our nation’s capital to personally 
meet with their elected officials during the annual PHCC  
Legislative Conference. Among those in attendance in D.C. 
representing the state of Illinois were PCA Midwest 2nd V.P. 
and Plumbing Council Director Brian Kennedy (Gehrett 
Plumbing); PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council Director Dan 
Yungerman (F.E. Moran); PHCC Zone 3 Director Terry 
McCarthy (Terry Plumbing); and Jeff Weiss (PCA Midwest 
and Plumbing Council Midwest). 
 Over the course of two days (May 7-8), participants  
attended a reception at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center and 
heard directly from several elected leaders including U.S.  
Congressmen Chris Collins (New York) and James Langevin 
(Maine) as well as U.S. Congressman Tom Suozzi (New York) 
on the following morning. They also learned about the latest 
polling data coming out of D.C. from journalist Carl Cannon of 
Real Clear Politics. In addition, attendees gave a standing  
ovation to PHCC Vice President of Legislative Affairs Mark 
Riso, who presided over his final legislative conference paving 

the way for his successor Mark Valentini. 
 In terms of lobbying, the Illinois delegation attended pre-
scheduled meetings with staff members representing Illinois 
Senator Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth and U.S.  
Congressman Bill Foster to ensure that water infrastructure and 
wastewater projects would be prioritized in the recently  
proposed $2 trillion dollar bi-partisan infrastructure bill. They 
also addressed several other key issues including providing 
affordable health care options for small businesses; leveling the 
playing field with utility companies that market plumbing and 
heating services to its customers; and supporting an  
expansion of a viable guest worker program to meet the needs 
of the construction industry. Similar messages were addressed 
directly to U.S. Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi who  
personally met with our group.  
 The PCA is proud to add our contractors’ voices to our 
elected leaders through events such as this annual conference. 
To get more involved in legislative advocacy events including 
on the state level, contact PCA Midwest Communications and 
Public Affairs Director Jeff Weiss at 312-563-9526 or by email 
at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.  

From left: PCA Midwest contractors Brian Kennedy and Dan 
Yungerman; PHCC Zone 3 Director Terry McCarthy and PCA/PC 
Communications & Public Affairs Director Jeff Weiss.  

PCA Midwest contractors met with U.S. Congressman Bill Foster’s 
Senior Policy Advisor Gary Timmins (left).  
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 Industry News Briefs 
 
PCA/Plumbing Council Represented at Chicago’s Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
The PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council once again showed 

our support for UA Local 
130's Parade Committee in 
its annual celebration of the 
Chicago St. Patrick's Day 
Parade. The traditional 
event, which draws tens of 
thousands of onlookers, a 
host of distinguished city 
and state politicians, and 
many festive bagpipers and 
Irish step dancers took 
place on Saturday, March 
16, 2019. PCA Midwest 

2nd Vice President Brian Kennedy (Gehrett Plumbing, Inc.) 
and his daughter Paige (both pictured on the boat) joined in the 
dyeing of the Chicago River green as passengers in one of the 
parade observation boats. The parade, hosted by UA Local 
130’s Parade Committee under the leadership of UA Local 130  
Business Manager Jim Coyne honored Terrence J. Hancock, 
President, Teamsters Joint Council 25 as this year's parade 
Grand Marshal. 
 
PCA Midwest Participated in MCAA Convention 

The annual MCAA Conven-
tion took place on March  
3-7 in Phoenix, AZ and as 
always featured a wide array 
of cutting edge educational 
sessions, networking oppor-
tunities, the yearly product 
show, and events aimed at 
advancing the capabilities of 
signatory contractors in the 

mechanical and plumbing trades across the U.S. and Canada. 
As the sole Chicago-area plumbing employers’ association  
affiliated with the MCAA, the PCA Midwest was represented 
by President Mike Kerrigan of F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing Co. 
(pictured above on left with Sloan Valve Company Executive 
Chairman Chuck Allen) and PCA/Plumbing Council Executive 
Director S.J. Peters (not pictured). An additional highlight of 
the convention was the announcement at the AEC (Association 
Executives Council) meeting that the PCA Midwest had earned 
ELI (Executive Leadership Certification) for 2017-2018 as a 
result of our Chapter Review and numerous activities that  
fulfill the requirements of this designation.  
 
Join the PCA Midwest Rising Tide Network! 
Calling all PCA Midwest and Plumbing Council Midwest 
emerging and experienced leaders. Are you following a career 
path to move up in your company? Have you been searching 
for a networking group to share best practices? Would you like 
to learn more about the industry from professional experts and 
allied organizations? Or do you simply desire to be part of a fun 
social group? If you answered yes to any one of these  
questions, then consider joining the PCA Midwest “Rising 

Tide” Network that aims to involve, engage and prepare our 
next generation of plumbing industry leaders. We will be  
planning several social gatherings and networking activities 
throughout the year. However, for now please mark your  
calendar for Thursday, July 25th for a combined industry-wide 
(plumbing, mechanical, electrical) team building event at Bemis 
Woods in Western Springs, IL. See page 2 of this issue for 
more event details. If you or anyone in your company (no age 
limit) is interested in joining the “Rising Tide” Network and 
want to be added to our invite list, please contact PCA Director 
of Communications and Public Affairs Jeff Weiss at  
312-563-9526 or by email at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.  
 
Illinois Resolution Honored Memory of Plumbing Council 
Chairman Bob Melko 

During a Boy Scouts of America "Pathway to Adventure  
Council" event held on April 17, 2019 at Kappy’s Restaurant in 
Niles, Illinois, many friends and colleagues of the late  
Plumbing Council Chairman Bob Melko gathered to honor and 
pay tribute to his volunteer service to the Boy Scouts and our 
plumbing industry. Illinois Representative John D’Amico 
(pictured above left) presented PCA Midwest member  
contractor Brian Wilk of Bishop Plumbing & Heating (pictured 
above right) with an official House Resolution in memory of 
Bob Melko. Other tributes to Bob Melko were read at the event 
by PCA Midwest/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. 
Peters and PCA Midwest member contractor Lori L. Abbott of 
Abbott Industries. Special thanks to Boy Scouts of America 
“Pathway to Adventure Council” Development Director  
Myriam Herrera for coordinating this event.  
 
Find a ScreenSafe, Inc. Test Location Near You 
The PCA-Midwest-Local 130 CBA requires random/mandatory 
drug testing (administered by ScreenSafe, Inc.) for all rank & 
file UA members and PCA Midwest signatory contractors and 
their non-bargained staff who elected to “opt-in” to the program 
(as of July 1, 2017). PCA Midwest signatory contractors who 
did not “opt-in” at that time are not required to include their 
“non-bargained” employees (contractors, managers, administra-
tive & sales staff, etc.) in the Drug Testing Participant Pool. 

(continued on page 15) 
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event were PCA Midwest President Mike Kerrigan (F.J. Kerri-
gan Plumbing); PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director and 
current CISCO Vice President S.J. Peters and PCA/Plumbing 
Council Communications & Public Affairs Director and current 
CISCO Legislative Co-Chair Jeff Weiss. UA Local 130  
Plumbers Business Manager Jim Coyne also joined the event at 
the PCA Midwest table along with several members of his staff. 

C.J. Erickson Plumbing Company Apprentice Jack Vebber 
Wins UA Local 130 Contest 
Local Union 130’s Joint Apprenticeship Committee (JAC) held 
their 27th Annual Apprentice Contest on April 30, 2019 at the 

JAC Training Center in Chicago.  
Several third year apprentices  
competed in copper, cast iron and 
welding projects as well as math and 
written exams on code and theory. We 
are pleased to announce that Jack 
Vebber, an apprentice from PCA 
member contractor C.J. Erickson 
Plumbing Company earned top  
honors. Vebber will now move on to 
compete in the Illinois State  
Apprenticeship Contest in March of 
2020. Other UA Local 130 JAC  
contest winners this year representing 
our Association’s contractors  
included: third place winner  

Christopher Wallace (F.E. Moran); and fourth place winners 
Jacob Bowsman (M & M Affordable Plumbing, Inc.); Jose  
Calderon (Hogan Plumbing, Inc.); Marc Goodin (R.J. Kielion 
Plumbing & Heating); Daniel Jordan (Another Plumbing Co., 
LLC); Timothy Kendrick (C.J. Erickson Plumbing Co.); Joseph 
Leitelt (Another Plumbing Co., LLC); Timothy Scarleski 
(Kroeschell, Inc.); Kristopher Schomig (J.B. Contracting 
Corp.); Nicholas Stotz (C.R. Leonard Plumbing & Heating); 
and Lancelot Wilson (Corporate Plumbing, Inc.). We are proud 
of all of this year's UA Local 130 JAC apprentice winners.  
 
 

 

Whether any of our PCA Midwest signatory contractors “opted
-in” or not, all rank & file UA Local 130 members will  
continue to test. Please note: If any of your eligible employees 
(either UA Local 130 members or "opt-in" staff) are notified to 
take the drug test, make sure to visit www.screensafeinc.com 
for a complete listing of over 100 conveniently located test sites 
within our jurisdiction. Simply click on the “find a  
location” tab and then enter your zip code when prompted. If 
you have any further questions or concerns, contact ScreenSafe, 
Inc. directly at 877-727-3369 or send an email to  
info@screensafeinc.com. To download a current copy of the 
ScreenSafe, Inc. booklet, visit www.plumbingcouncil.org/pca 
(scroll down the right column).  
 
PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director Addressed 
Home Inspectors Association 

Members of the Illinois Chapter of the National Association of 
Certified Home Inspectors (NACHI) gained insights about the 
PCA/Plumbing Council on April 18, 2019. Our Executive  
Director, S.J. Peters, was invited as a guest speaker to address 
NACHI’s monthly meeting in Hillside to provide an overview 
of our services, educational and event offerings, benefits and 
our key role in the plumbing industry in Northern Illinois as 
well our active participation as national association affiliates 
(MCAA and PHCC), and our leadership involvement in  
CISCO, IMSCA, and more. The NACHI members in  
attendance engaged in a productive and informative question & 
answer and discussion period after Peters’ presentation, and 
both groups pledged to consider ways we can work toward  
becoming mutually beneficial to one another going forward. 
Our thanks to NACHI Illinois Chapter President Jeff Merritt 
and the attendees for welcoming the PCA/Plumbing Council to 
their meeting. 
 
PCA Midwest Attended CISCO Annual Meeting 
Over 250 union signatory contractors and labor leaders  
gathered at Maggiano’s in Schaumburg on April 26, 2019 for 
the annual CISCO (Construction Service Industry Corporation) 
meeting and scholarship award presentation. Guest speakers 
included Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker and Illinois Department 
of Labor Director Mike Kleinik. A total of seven students, all 
sons and daughters of either building trade union members or 
union contractor employees, received scholarship grants from 
CISCO to attend a two or four year college program or continu-
ing education in the trades. Representing our Association at the 

From left: PCA Midwest President Mike Kerrigan; IRIC (IL 
Regional Insulation Contractors) Executive Director Jeff Corrado; 
PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters; CISCO 
Executive Director Dan Allen; and PCA/Plumbing Council 
Communications & Public Affairs Director Jeff Weiss.  
Photo courtesy of CISCO. 

News Briefs 
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Jack Vebber 
Photo courtesy of  

UA Local 130 
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PCA June Tour & Reception  June 14 | Old Joliet Prison Historic Site  | Joliet, IL 
 

June 2019 

Chicago ASPE Golf Outing  June 21 | Hilldale Golf Club  | Hoffman Estates, IL 

July 2019 

IL PHCC & Auxiliary  
Board Meeting  June 8 | Holiday Inn & Suites | East Peoria, IL 

IL PHCC Installation of Officers  June 7 | Holiday Inn & Suites | East Peoria, IL 

Fourth of July July 4 | PCA Midwest / Plumbing Council Midwest Office Closed 

All Industries Plumbing  
Golf Outing August 2 | Cog Hill Country Club | Lemont, IL 

August 2019 

South Side Plumbing 
Contractors Golf Outing  July 12 | Silver Lake Country Club  | Orland Park, IL 

MEP Emerging Leaders  
Social Event & Picnic  July 25 | Bemis Woods  | Westchester, IL 


